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n Tovis 20 die Juiny, 16 95. 
Annog; Dom. Reg. ah 
ord] Ang. 6c. Septimo.. 


His Court doth aefire Mr. Wood- 
3 ward to:Print his: Serminy Preached 
efterty at the Pariſh Eh of St. 
Mary Le Bow, /efore the Rich Honour= 
able the Lord Mayor, Aldermen,  anhCi- 
FI of this Is 


ALDERMEN 


OF THE ” 


City of Lon 


At St. Mary Lt BOWS. 


| On Wedneſday the 19th of Fare, 1695; A Day ip 


for a Solemn Faſt, for Soplicrin Almighty C __ 
Pardon IF or Sins; 2 mploring 5 his ProteRion'of His 
Majeſtie's Perſon, and the ſperity of His EINOy Sos 
and Land.” By Order of the Lords J ultices. 


By Toſieh Meodmard, Miniſter of ralge 


LONDON, Printed for' Ralph Simpſon at the Ky in 
St. Paul's Church-yard, 1695. 


TO.THE 
Right Honourable 


Sir Thomas Lane, 


Lord Mayor of the City of Londan, 


AND THE 
Conrt of ALDERMEN. 


My T ord, 


( & IN C E- nothing ' in the | flowing Dif=. 
PROE2LS courſe can be ſuppoſed to have je- 
SID IE commended it to the Hearers, but th 
Ws ſerious and ſeaſenable Traths, whereby 4 £ 
Np, vt. - #t-xeconamecnds 1 u {elf cocvery Man's 
Conleiance.. Jt muſt. be look'd on' as a Specimen” © 
of - your Lordſhip's and your Worſbipful Brethren' s 
_ Tmegrity towards God, and Fidelity to the-pr 
Government, (in a time when ſome' ſo eaſily-jbe 
hands with both to ____ Fhat you d 
view what was humbly offered a our-late F, 
- Day, . on" thaſe two Topicks: (of. Duty ro. God: and 
the Kings ” Mick, the N aces of the T hings, - 


The-Dedication.. - | 
the Duty. of the Day entwiſted together. And may 
theſe Heaven: born Twinns never be devided upon 
Earth : For indeed; they are but half- Friends (if 
we may not call them Enemies) to any Civil Go- 
vernment, who are impatient of the Government 
of God ; by whoſe Bleſſing alone Kingdoms Flou- 
riſh. The fins*of ſuch Perſons hurt the fide they 
take, more than their Aſſiſtance helps it. 

And thereforeg when all is done7' -unfcighed Ho- 
lineſs (how lightly foever efleemed in theſe filthy 
dreggs of time) is ſurely the moſt Honourable and 
wſeful accompliſhment of Hamarie Natgge. The 
od real Servant of God is the true Perſon of Quality, 
being one of of the Houſehold of God. And til jo 
Empire can. be found equal 10 that of God ; 
Title or Emplayment cen be of: equy Pe He 
our to that of belonging to the Court of Hea- 
Ven. 

Tet we ſee, - the World laughs at«this. And. cs 


 1mi=ty ding to the Notions of fome,/ there is Glory in the 


*-ſervice of 'the.Devil. And\the "moſt like him in 
Pride, 'Falſchood, Revenge, » and: fphcnay: are 
the, finefl Men. 'But, are not theſe ble 
and wery perzerſe Sentiments#.\Has Bedlamfr ſelf 
y ſach reverſe to common ſenſe, 'as this ? And will 

np inſupportable fbame ſucceed this Phrenzy, when 
- they come to Joh _ in a true a” * And 

7 this 
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| ahis they ill 1s 70. Mc: Pats ads Bitte 
while, either in their Conyerfion o-Condemna- 
tion: GodicAlmighty rlews it them in the ft 
Menbod, norvim tha {of ORE th 

It 3s not mare. evident thitahe Sun quilits and 
hers this lower, World, than' that. Religion 35 the 
Light, Glory, and Advancement of the Intelle#- 
al part of it. HZaypy are its Votanes, yea Weed 
are its overy.\Martyrs.' - It 33 a'very light thing 
bear the 'mockery and Affronts of uhis World, + 
ao butspaſs on diretly to the Gltry of 6 
| Thoſe thad are. blind :will be apr to ro \joftle-the "they 
meet In'whe flreets: But it is the Duty of ſuch” as 
ſee, to endeavour to put them into" the right ay: 

And therefore, there is 210: Pot: beneath" the 
Clouds ſo honourable, as that ofa Perſon in great 
Power, employing it to reclaim and reform the 
Community to which «it belongs. It is like the 
Good Angel's leading Lot and his Family out of 
the reachi of the deſertiding Flames; The comforts 
of -which bere'.is almoſt as inexprefiipe as it's Re- 
ward hereaft 1. Wa”; 
"*Tpon the-whole, if there be any ſuch Gre and 
Bleſed Man: (or "ſet of Men) - upon Earth's by 
whoſe Piety, Prudence, and Power (wtter God) 
Chriſtianity is t9 retrieve its C redit, andC Goc | his 
Honour in the Warhts” * Blclled- is ' Ag or 7h 
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Arava vx ut 


CEE 


btier then thy ſelf : Cities great t and fenced 

PEP 0 Heaven, AE FH. {Le Very ſtrongly Fortified, 
F ft as to be impregnable by any Forces but ſuch 
as were led on by the Lord of Hoſts. And there- 
> he takes this'@ccaſion to ſhew thenr the ab- 
re necelfity of making their peace with God, 
and key” his powerful Alliance. And may- 
we. (1 In a ike yunnre) prodently bake. the 


#8 \ Bur here the Paralkc! Akidarinors; ; viz. In 
wy tar Moſes here had but one ſingle. Enormity of 
Bs cn Thrael bbw a yery great one) 1 pg canent before | 
wu” "Cot tarios. was by 
FF " by an Smpertial execution of "Fuſtia 
4 or g, Exod 32. 27. Butour 
2outfly many 2s well as 'gi 
ly riper'd” by long 
 $p'that' our "Breach ig,very Wide 
need Spun ſuch ; em © apy ton the 


- a 


c 3 1 
ic! ſeal of 1htercedion for raerey; before:vh 
final execution of his Fengeance. For,-4 is tis: 
finite merey-alone that has; fuſpended our De- 
ade indy ay fs ited err 
aud [0 tou ey. & for it. 
penſion of God's wrath gives us-room ite rn; rn 

_ that it is the waiting of his Goodneſs to he:gratious 
1015. Wecttutt. chatthe. door\of Diyige: Mercy 
is not yet nailed up'agaitiſt us, by. ſucks ſevere 
Decree as that which is thrice mention'd-#{ &zeh 
14. v. 14,18, 20;) that cho' thoſe three Favourites 

of Heaven, Noah, Daniel, and-Job ioad.uprintho 
behalf of thac: People, they couldinoe turn away, 
God's wrath from them-. ifs 

Let us therefore oy wightilp.t6 God this: Day, 
hambly pouring. out-our! mclted Seuls before 
him, according 'to the 'Example of Moſes 3hithe 
Text. And-GodjAlmighty grant that —_— 
ers may find the fame aceeptancc.as. that of Ao- 
fe# did. Toithis end,” Jer us pray with his[Fer- 
vency; and Integrity ; / and fay, 0 Lard Godpighe 
flroy not thy People and” thine Inheritance whith _ + 
thou baſt- redeemed thro th geatueſt, Shbiah tha © 
haſt brought forth of Egypt iehtfbard-*.; : 
oem a we ports wat Re A 

of the moſt; Memorable Paſſages whuth occ 
AS Iſrael nhder.the-Gor 


ESI 

Miſery hvkl very ot yeni mnt: lite 
Hong.” Ways, ark 17 rroireer 

we he” Text couches-bpois heir great Tran 
_ greffionan the warrewf-zhe Golden Calf, aSin'of 
hen Eg cprovocadon, .und had bcet-of as: dif 
mabConſequerice;! had -noc:Moſes with'the deep» 
et: hunuhation,' ard :earneſtneſs; like-that of 
Wreſtling: Jacoby-cry *d and :interceded for them; 
as- int the! Text, ./ f high therefore iunto the 
Lord, Sev.” - 

«Jn: which Woinda.. theſe two Obſervations arc 
olivinue roievety conſiderate Mind;':27z. 
YEE! -thar rimes! of great- ecain ſhould 
be to all the Faithful Servants of God, a ſeaſon 
of.'carncſt -and \extragrdinary -interceffions with 
tun Jeet fallso Idolatry' and Protancnefs: 
and Moſesthrows himſelfdown before the: Lord, 
coallwagehis Wrathj:and ſolicit his mercy. I 
prayed therefore unto: the Lord, Gcc. | 
-+2AL:i(Thar-a People's proteflion: of thic true Re- 
ligion, and being thoſe: which God has ſignally 
——— defended in times paſt, imay:make 
ant wav); Pha wal God: for:tartherDeliver- 
cen Deffroy we: thyPeople and thine Inberitance 

thou haft redeemed thro'thy greatneſs, &c. 

na .theifirſt place; Jeewus take hotice 51 That 
fgroatwiekedncſs and proyogatiorthouls 


[5] 
be a feafon for good' People's earneſt and:aſſidu- : 
ous Intercefſion'with'God. - The greater the fin- 
of Iſrael 'was, thelonger and the more carneſtly* 
did -Moſes cry to God for Mercy towards them.” * 

-A People are not'in the laſt extremity, whilſt 
they have a Moſes teframong'them. '''ARighte- 
ous and Zcalous Interceſſor ſtands a People in 
great ſtcad in time of Wrath. Infomnch 
that when God fully determines to deſtroy any 
People, he firſt ſtops the'mouths of Intereeſſors. 
As (Jer.- 7. 16;) Pray” not thou for 'this People; 
neither lift up Cry mor Prayer for them, neither makg 
interceſſion for-them, for I will not- hear thee.-- And 
inthis yery caſc of the Golden Calf,” 'tho! at:the 
firſt there ſeem'd little hope of obtaining tmercy 
with - God, - when he faid in .his anger-to 
Moſes,  "Let'. me aloxe that 1'may conſume "them. 
Exod-.- 32.10. Yet” after -Moſes's| humble and 
carneſt Prayer/ in the Text, it had this effect; 
T hat the: Lord repented of the evil which hei bt 
to do unto his People; Exod. 32.44- "Yer they 
were not to come off clear, without' many a 


blow of Correction for this Fault, as they were _ 


_ told, (s, 3 > Nevertheleſs inthe dayimhen-Fuiftt; 

I will viſit their. ſin: upon them. \ When-God'took 
up the Rod'to laſh them on other occaſions, he 
gave them a blow or tworhe more for this, yoga 
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*® Jams knew very well ;.anſomuch that in woſt 
of rheir Sufferings afccrwitela,. they uſed to ſay, 
| that there was a hair of the Galdetr Calf in them. 
Bur fill it was the Chyrurgeons Lainee, northe 
.Excentioner's Ax. And this was bappily- 

red by means of Moſes $ Intereeflion.. chat 
in this method. 

z.: He falls down before the Lord. 

, a- He Fafts Forty days and Forty nights. ..: 

3- He Prays,with great Fervour, and a fortof 

ble urgency i the Pablick Gavd: 

- Fir, He falls down before-the: Lord;. .-This 
ig twice. meotianed-inithe verſe:before the;Fext; 
v.25. By which. muſt' be meang, 'erther-thatihe. 
felldownon his Knees, or more probably on his 
Eace before. the Lord ::; as he did (Numb. 16: 28:) 
And a5 aur bleſſed Savienr kimifclf did- (Mar. 2. 
39) Which ſbews'ts, that reverence of bodily 
pcſture 3 'vcty tequilite ; in the folemna,Worſhip of 
God. Mechinks 1 cannot unagine how zny ſobcr 

er: neg chink otherwiſe, or chaſe todaother- 
Our ws arc an Effentjal part of que 

& to be De" 10 thena. as 
3. and therefo rewe ought 30 


well asin our' | 
glorifie.God in ow Soxds and in ous Bodies which are | 
bis," Cor. 6; 20, We muſt ndeed firſt and} prin- + F 


£tpally look hb fepoirpabes and Frag 


4 0} our 
TICArtS : 


o.inpediment pre- 
ſe or Roar Fes to: 


ofture, that one 
law, and undo. 


Ea Farry be 
; for he Yrs 2 very 


cltly 'initene, 
_ We Carinot 


iueate this for {o 1 gragy 


Af * 


n of the Soul. Fe we 7 adear 

at. uo bread, Apa atir 

ulbalecfrthmens are nſipid.ro us 7 And fre 

It cannot DC OUICI 'When we arcduly 60n- 
rind, Arby 7 cdneſy. we are like co 


fays, | Pe: T0wrM as 7h manrparh. or his 
only Son: and be in bitterneſs, ' one that B in ht 
f js firſt-born, Zechi, L2- 19»; f 1 
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words ors ic 'P! Kd tt. oY * <f 
op which God bas Le Wil thou 

ſcſe pic lt Si > 


into You” preſe 
on his Seat,” and wile -; Fn 
DOjng bur coy andtrifle WSN: KY is I yich 


& %. 


/t., Yags al: $ Me ane ovrs tos þ oſs) 
pa cd: to:mockery doneto the 
NES Goa! ?. Ah, Sirs! be'not erbinnd God . 
will.not' (cannot) \1be mock d, Gal.'6.7- Our' for. 
mal-and incfix&tual Faſts do rather kindle God? 
wrath thancnclinethis merofft ii; Faſts,. did Tifay?: 
the common obſeryance:of theſe days by ſome 
BPeoplc eo not...that:name. There's mot {0 
mact | and ourwardappe arance of 
afaſt proven places. -The fatac concourſe 
MScccers, che ſame throfg-in. Publick Houſes? | 
_ diverfiotvin the Fields; theſanze Ornaments, 
and Mcals;+ and\\Mirch  as.on other days ; and 
the ſame' idlencf# and indevorian. - Oh! this? 
could awaken the wrouny Conſeiences of thicſe Peg? 
ple; or at leaſt their:careof decenty; tor: the com- 
mon -abuſcs-of 'rheſc Salemn Days arc to beb- 
horr'd and hifs'd at;; by all that have atyy ſenile! 


Religion, or indeed gy due regard to Cini/: te- 
corive, The Falts*Of Jews and Turks atd grave; 
ſeycre; and devour Solenwaties, ; 


of Chriſt thiks be- erifling, Yam, and at 

God forbid. ww 11,512 
Let us then ſcok the Lord chis ay; : Io 
our Soul, and this 1n a ſerious,  contrire; and felf- 
D " | 


*. : 


#/ 


nd es koh adgde abs tice 
og ark ables in the behav gu -of Moſes on 
this eccafion, v72. . hu 
Kt HeiPrays with great fervour, and with-a 
four of undeniable urgency. forrrhe-publickigood, 
< I Trayed-therefore unto the Lord and ſaid, 
*. Oh: Lord God, deſtroy: nor. thy Pcople,:*4t- 
* chinchnhcricanie; Oc". AS he faid,-let nor 
* thy wrath, goods God''. conſume. that Pex 
ple. which. has+the Divinc honour -to be. calk 
© thine, and to bearthy Name. They argc 
* peculiar: People: tor whoſe ſake thou m=_ 
9 **rrought- fuch "glorious Miracles ; - Tyghy: 
* as no: People but; they 'were' ever Ab PEO 
*withall. -_T his-is that People which thy good-- | 
* neſs. redeemed from the ſlavery: of 'Zgypr, in 
_ ®which' Deliverance” thou didſt make bare thine 
 *«Almighty Arm And'now, O Lord, ſhall thy 
© ©-2engeaxce cut down» thoſewhom thy mercy. has 
*folately: raiſed up? Wilt thou deſtroy 'thoſe 
*1n the Wilerreſs, for whom chowſhewedſt 
Q in i ay Egypt, Will ot the Heas 
ns; {pheme name," nd the. Ze yptians: 
< erituni Pome they ſhall hear of this ? and 
© fay, that thou Vid edt :this Pcogſe becauſe 
FF © thou couldſt not RG thy Promiſes: made 
chem. Permut, © 0 Might) Jaboueky Epray * 
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; [ £ÞF0 I | 
<. thee, permit. a poor ſinful. worm: to lay this 
- © humble. Expoſtulation-ar: the Footftool of thy: 
© Vercy Seat : Not 'toanftruct my Maker (who: 
* knowethall things) but to.cxpreſs my earneſt 
* zeal for.the-gtory of thy Name, and the good of 
* thy People. 

#1us is the Scope of this Prous Man's Prayer: 
inthe Text, which was not put-up-in: vain: | For: 
16, aycrted-1mminent wrath;and obtained ſeaſon-. 
able Mercy. Now. as the Example of Elijah's 
Prayer (by wich the Heavens were opened and. 
ſh6@e)-1s propoſed . tous tor.our encouragement 
by.the {oly Ghoſt (Jann. 5- 17.) ſo tnay we-herei 
enliven both our Aﬀe®ions and our Hopes from: 
the Example of praying and prevailing Moſes in. 
the-Text. Days of Faſting ought tobe days of 
_ extraordinary Prayer and Interceflion... Arreab 
Chriſtian cannot do otherwiſe, his concern fort 
the honour of God is mightily rowz'd upsby-the. 
perfidiouſnels and Apoſtacy, of others. - and/or 
this occalion, Zeal tor God, Compaſſion to Men,, .. 
and indignation: againft Sin, will make him- pac 
himſelf out ro'the utmoſt... 5, whenx Valiant: 
Heroick, General. fees ſome of hs-Troops quitting - 
their Ration, andecing . in. Battle: He braveh: 
oppoſes the retiring Crowd, throws himſelf into. 
the. chiefelt place of danger, and WY = 
Y cenCs > 


26 fi yy 5” | 
fer PRI WY which orhers had baſdy:quit- 
red. And: thus ſomerimes © the {ingle-valour of 
one roms Commander: wins the day.” 

Thus ſcaſonably did Moſes Repan to the ſuc- 
cour.of the People of {frael, when;otherwiſe the 
breach. of their integrity (like a breachmade in 
the ranks of an Army). had opened a paſlage tg 
+ conſuming wrath- of God. amongſt them. 

y this Moſes is ſaid to fland apiin Ns breach, 
we which they had been deſtroyed, 'Pjal 106. 
23. and this Moſes:did very often. For, 

When Corah and his Accomptices had generaly 
mifted the People. into an' execrable-Sedicon; 
And for this, God had kindled a dreadful Plague 
among them :- With what carneſtneſs did this 
good man direct Aaron to makea ſpecdy atrone- 
ment for ' them! Take a Cenſer (ſays he) and 
put fire therein from off-the Altar, and put on In- 
 Cenſe, | and go quickly into the Congregation, and 
make attonement for" them, for the Plague: is be- 
gun, Numb. 16. 46. And this Agrondid (whillt 
Moſes lay on his face v.22.) ſeeking mercy for them 
and fo. theſe two ous Interceſlors. ſtood"as a 
Bulwark :betwixt the dead and the living; and 
ftop'dithe progreſs of God's wraths far that time 
alſo. But this powerful interceſſion of Moſes 
NCcVCr was fo clearly ſeen as 'in- the Battel with 
| Amalek, 


<S « 
» od 


[13] es 
Amalek, Exod. 19.1 1.” where Moſes tio' ſooner 
ſunk, his devoat hands, but the Vidtory of Trae! 
declined, with them, and fell ro the other fide, 
as if the Victory and power of Iſrae! had been 
chain'd to his arm ; by which it pleaſed God tov 
give ther a demonſtration of what importance 
the prayers of 'this one eminent Servant of his 
was to them. | beck 

Thus did Foſbza'and'the E1ders of Iſrael, when 
their Forces had been diſcomfited before the 
People of 4i. They rent their thaths, and felon 
their faces to the exfth, and put daft upon their 
heads, and prayed earnzftly to the Lord, and *ob- 
rained fayour in his fight, Poſh. 2. 6. "Th 


hus did 
Abraham, Samuel, Fehojaphat, Tofiah, Ezra, Daniel, 
and all che eminent Seryants of God'in-all Ages, 
whoſe devout prayers have frequently ſatrered 
thoſe black Clouds which che common guilthad 
raiſed, which otherwiſe had faln in a dreadful 
ſtorm upon their heads. - © NOS. 
Oh! char this *chrong of Holy Precedents 


might be 'effeAtual' ro excite our moſt deyated 


Devotions this day. Let us indeed afffift our 
Souls before the *All-ſeeing God? Teſt 'our ock- 
Faſts make work for real ies ; and Icft we haften 
that wrath which we ſeen to deprecate. Let us 
indecd do the needful you of Trterceffors __ 

| | Go 5 
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God, Sad chat-ye may-not want Arguments to 
plead for mercy , the latter, part of: mz Text 
will ſuggeſt ſomething appolice-.to our Caſe, 
which, 1s ſummed, ,up-10 my, ſccand Solerpation, 
774 

"That a "Peoples profeilic ion of che true Religion, 
and being thoſe whom ,God had ſignally de/;i- 
verd and defended in times paſt, may-bg hum- 
bly pleaded wich, God! as,a8,argument -for fur- 
ther Delprer For . thus Moſes prays and 
rd, deſtroy not. thy Pea- 
Ph1L ones haſt redeemed 


z 


<it fich be FH make oo ug, of. oy +4 
'* widence.towards chis Teapte Aſuitable.co what ic 
has been -hicherto. Thou haſt hichcreo 
i ſerved and defended them, by, .oftoniſbing f'> wa 
* ations. We can never-.tOrget that dreadful 
* fucceſtion of: miraculous: Plagues. which*thou 
©* broughtelt .,upon our , Enemzes the Re nptians: 
« How groſly thou didſt infatuatc them, and how 
Y © eminently thou. c djd{c, inſpirit us, and. by what 
a ane Revolution: thou: waſt. pleaſed ro 
« free us from their ſlavery. OhLet.us not now 
« periſh: by that pour hand by which, we were 


0 


_ 


pe ty w-_ 


* fo ' latcly delivered. Fits true,.. we are guilkcy 
* of great provocations,” but-chy mercy is greater 
* than our peryerſenefs. 'Oh ſpare a very ſinful 
* People for thine infinite mercy ſake. Leſt when 
© the Egyptians hear: of our: deſtruction, they 
*trumph in our ruine 10the Wilderneſs as much 
* as we did 1n the deſtrugton of the Eg yprians in 


**phe Red Seas! Yea, : Iſt they think: chy power - 


<* oftner' difplayed-1n Zudgment than in Mercy. 

This is the purport of che Pleain my Text,which 
may be reduced to theſe four Particulars. 
>. He pleads'for-merey for them, onthe ac- 
'count of their relation to Gad, as; they. were his 
_ PeoplezDeſtroy not thy People and thine Inheritance. 
| They were a peculiar People by awery {ingu- 
- lar and ſcketing: loveot God, Deur: 4+ 431 440 
God effayed to go and%taks him-a Nation from the 
midſ/t of another Nation, by Signs, Wonders, and 
by a mighty hand,” as: the Lord your-God did you,6cc. 
So. that now the honour- of -God ſeemed ro be 
concerned for their. preſervation. 

Now; all that profeſs the incorrupt Religion of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, may form an Argumenc 


ſomewhat like'this, -- and ſay, *-Lord, we-arc 


* Chriſtians, we cleave to the Do@rine of thy Be- 
© loved Sor, for his ſake, whoſe Name we bear, 
« 2nd' for the honour 'of thy. vifible Church.qn 
«farth, deſtroy us not. And, tho' (alas!) roo 

-. "$00 
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© roo few of us: - " Jay nant by obr ho 
© Faith, yet we generally ayow chee, thee alone 
* to be our God, in oppoſition to Idols and othty 
<Gods:.- >. 
Oh that we could Gay we are Chriſtiens in op- 
poſition to Hhpocrifie and Prophanemeſs 00, 'thet: 
our plea would be ircefiſtible. | 
IE: There may we further : pleainferr'd from 
Moſes hzs OG arer-thanks DI2;- Tot x as muchas there - 
s ſeldom the profeſſion: of the-truc- Religion | 
without ſorme/hearty and entire embracers of at. 
So thatan Argu may be-mads like thar of 
me 5p Geh. #8. 24: « pope" be ek or Forty, 
TIED 


Cry, hoon in a far greater Nutnber than thac 
whith Abrahambegan his Plea wich. But truly 
the nutaber-of the Good 1s to0;/too-ſmall:: And 
indeed, except #he Lord had teft unto us, this ſmall 
we had been a * #5 Sodom and like 
zeito Gomorteh, 1a. 1. 9. -we"rraſt We ſhall 
fare the better for the ceo of theſe. | 4 

"HE Aﬀtorher part of Moſes's Plea i 1s ground- 
ed ot the paſt Sovecics which God had. youch- 
fafdrothis People. Fi hts is the People (fays he) 
 whith 


Hugh out Hoft Baypt with 1h3 | Tal FY- 3} 
#1n this reſpect alfo fon e Plea may bead 
En land. Tres a Land which God BaobS%<Sert 
ed freed from-the'S/rvery ard C orriftions 
ory; A infince Meng /which we have 
now ery 'd for almoſt tw& Centuries of Years: 


. | _ Andie ere” have been' TH Combinations 


DBOftive: And 


Be 1s -46 ot: Goſbe?, 
f bar” Morber- 
Gay 7 Sr 


_.»*O-may* wy Bounrifl Gat wh tis th vba 
hos ſcaforably ; | miarydoufly 6d 6 f 
ts; (Þbaoor ran.” May te Good 
wy Molewdts biit flow Ae) wit A the lame 
exubcrant Streains of ns,- and 6nr Poſterity to 
the lateſt yy A So that we.tnay here ſay 
as Selomon;” Phe Ldr doi Godbe with ys a He 
with 0wr Fathers; "let Pim "ot Tegve! i wor” faſels 


0s; D_— _— 
-, Up of pare df Mes bis Plow "i" ikeh 
Oi Lone whence thin Broughreft" us pat, TY 


_— 50 
fe the Lord ws mt able 10 Wing. them Into the 
I Land 


andy reftloſs'Ploris 185 againft- 


Land which be > and ts be hated 

them, he hath brought them out to ſlay them-in the 
Wilderneſs. The World i is apt to judge of the 
goodneſs, of the Cauſe by its ſucceſs, and ro make 
very. wild Interpretations-of, the Language of Pro- 
vidence. Wicked menare apt to:conclude rhat 
' God'is on their fide, whentheir Miſchievous De- 
ſigns take effect. So. that on this account alſo 
we may form- a Plea-for Mercy-: /For, if Prote- 
ftants be-conſamed, ;the Papifts' will.be ſure to 
glory in their Ruine, as in the Fall of Miſcreant 
Hereticks : Eſpecally, {ince.their Cardinal Cham- 
piorz makes outward Proſperity.and Vifory the: magk 
«00x, Of his ſplendid Church *. Which, by his 
ſl abies leave, would better have. fatted- the 
14 . mouth ofa Turk than a.Chriftian.. For, 
rats Mahomet ay opoſcd..to  -propagate his 
dnws Bella Faith by the Sword, which our Bleſſed 
Ecciefz,cap. Saviour never did, but the very con: - 

trary. _ 

Now Eat AF Tk ſince the French Papiſts 
have ſo glutted themſelycs already with 'the 
groans and blood of the Proteftants in their own 
Country ; ſhould their bloody Deſigns againſt 
us proſper too, how would. is blbhons the 
Reformed Religion, and triumph in their own 
| oo ons? May the Lord of Armies _—_— 


ta 

* feeble the Power; and blaſt. the Deſigns of choſe 
Mzfſacring. Legions. - Andif our fimare f ri pe, 
that Infinite Zuſflice can ſpare us no longer, noc 
infinite patience any longer ſuſpend our puniſh- 
ment, may we fall into the hands of God rather 
than Men. Rather tne Peftiſence, -br Scarcity, or 
any earthly Plague; 2 Sam. 24. 14. (as David 
once choſe) than fall into the hands of blooJy 
bigotted Papifts, their very mercies are bitterly 
cruel, like Belzebub himſclf, they mock while they 
torment. For, whilſt they are racking our Bodies 
with exquiſite tortures, they pretend 1t to be a 
high piece of Charity'to our Sou/s: *Tis this 
makes the' French ſay, that they have treated thair 
Country-men of the Reformed Religion with great 
kindneſs, and that there has been no Perſecution 
amongſt them: tho' they have exerciſcd them 
with all the trying and tediousmerhods' of Cra- 
elty that their Dragoons (affiſted 'by infernal ma- 
lice) could invent, or execute. 

Should the Friends of - che French Intereft here 
bur taſte. a few drops of this 57/tter Cap (after 
which they fecm to long ; and could they drink 
it alone, [none would grudge'it them) it would 
ſoon cool:their unreaſonable paſſtort for it. For, 
till Popery can entirely deſtroy-our Reaſon, and 
bewitch our ſenſes (as 1t pretends to do) wecan- 
| nor 


very the ver 4 
and the mt | 
For they containmoſt pr the FR of this Life, 
both Temporal and Spiritual,” with.an execrable: 
tendency .to the remedileſs T or ments of the Life 
tO- COME. | 
'Now. therefore, as the Fews met with many: 
Deliverances, . meerly to keep their Adverſaries. - 
from yauntmg,. may it Pleaſe God 'to vouchiake 
us the ſamemercy.on the ſame account. 4. 
Bur {till I defire you to-take notice, that chio? 
chelc four Pleas.now., mentioned, are Arguments 
aſt 'our; utter deſtruction; yet theyare no 
- againſt our. temporal Coxrectionand Calas 
mities. But, rather indeed,  ;the abuſes 'of our 
ular Mexcics, and; cw do riot only 
CIP: WH 2ent;;: eieri before 
,. as..£1s fat Amos ENER Tow only bevel 
all the Families, upon: :Rearth,. therefore. 
${h,308 for gs Jour | Jniqpe Hes. 513. DIROGE | 
10 Ge what a Favourne 
Jews. once. were; And by what a dredd- 
CUI ; they; mere Cut, : ares 5p JJ 
7 Thezather alas n+ Koo a the 
Death = our lag; colt Excellent, Queen (pfimbous 
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the World was not worthy) God ſeems to have made 
a way to his anger: by removing that extraordi- 
nary Princeſs out of the Nation, he has taken up 
one chief Barrier of his wrath. I cannot buc 
look on this as the moſt angry Blow that eyer [ 
knew given to thele Three Nations, and perhaps 
to many more. Let us then turn immediate 
and unfeignedly to him that hath ſmitten ad 
whilſt our wounds are capable of being healed. 
A little longer continuance in ſin may make our 
ruine ineyitable. As Zaudab find till there was no 
remedy, 2 Chron 36. 16. 

Thus having conſfider'd the parts of my. Text 
m a practical manner all along : I ſhall now only 
lay a few Inferences before you ſuitable to the 
whole, and fo conclude. 

I. Inf. As we expect aſtable and ſettled Proſpe- 
rity and Peace, we muſt be heartily and fteddily 
religious. It we were in truth God's People, we 
ſhould be his Inheritance, whiz he would defend 
againſt all Invaders. Burt if we are but ſuperficial 
Chriftians,we can have but an imaginary happineſs. 
For, if Vice raves as it has done: It Blaſphemy 
and Villany triumph : If every day produces new 
Oaths, and new' Methods of Luſt: And it the 
Ways of God arc cxploded,: and Truth, and 1n- 
tegrity. fails. from among the Children of Men, 
alas! whac woe, what mnuſery awaits us? n 

| | ct 
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Let us therefore look that our Reformed Rel:- 
gion may hayereformed Votarics: and that our 
Lives become the viſible Tranſcript of our Sa- 
cred and wndefiled Faith. Then ſhall we prof- 
per and flouriſh indeed, and be truly and ſted 
dily great, and not till then. 

Il Inf See we, who are Enenues to a Nations 
Peace and Proſperity, and who are worthy to 
feel the ſharpneſs of the Magiſtrates Sword, wiz. 
Such as offend tie God of all Victory and Bleſ- 
ſcdneſs Achan's Sins did more miſchief to Iſrae! 
in the Camp, than all their Army could dogood. 
And ifwe grant, that there is the ſame al-govern- 
ins God in Heaven, we mutſtneeds perceive our 
ſclves in danger of being blaſted from the ſame 
Cauſc? or rather, are we not blaſted already? yet 
who lays it to heart? Did the moſt Aged of us cyer 
betore know Farthquakes ſo frequent, Sea-ſtorms 
ſo fatal, and Wars ſo umvyerſal, and of ſo long 
continuance ? Yet who amongſt us turns to him 
that ſmiteth us? But on the contrary, 1s not the 
Name of the Great and Terrible God more propha- 
ned than ever? Arc not the Prayers of a tew De- 
your Perſons in this I and countermined by the 
yolleys of Oaths and Curſes of innumerable Blaſs 
phcmeis? Are not our ears filled with the hideous 
imprecations of Damnation, as we pals the ſtreets? 


TY. 


Cal 
This 1s ſurely the moſt monftrous ſin that ever the 
Earth bore. God has been diſhonoured in all 
Ages, but he was never ſo dared and challenged as 


he 1s in this. 
For ſhame, ceaſc your blaſpheming Inſules, ye 


Monſters of Iniquity! Know aflured[y that voxr © 


Damnation lingers not, ye need not haitenit The 
ſtreams of flaming Brimſtone will fill your mourhs 
ſoon enough, ye need not call ro your Fudge to 
make ſpeed with his work. But it behoves you 
rather to fall on your knees, and unſay what you 
have ſaid; for your Curſes will otherwiſe | be 
poured like burning Oyle into your Bones, Plal. 
109. 18. | 

We have all of us reaſon to oppoſe you in 
this; for, by reaſon of your Swearing the Land 
mourns, Jer. 23-10. 

But in this our mournful Caſe, tis not a little 
comfortable to us; That the Supream Authority 
has teſtified its diſhke of Prophane Swearing and 
Curſing by a new Law to puniſh it. And may we 
all in our ſtations acquit our Conſciences in fur- 
thering the juſt execution of it. For, as this is 
the moſt common and moſt defenſeleſs fin, it 
deſerves to fall in the firſt place, as a Preſage 
(we hope) of the Fall of all other Enormirics 


after it. _ G j" 
Ve m!. 0 AV Ernd o WEAVE! This 
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This minds us of zealous Moſes again; the 
Example I have propoſed all along. We muſt 
now conſider him as a Chief Magiſtrate, and we 
ſce with what impartialicy he executed Juſtice on 
ſuch as offended in matter of the Go/der. 
. Calf, to which the Text relates. For he regard- 
ed neither Relation nor Friend, but (by his Of- 
ficers) flew all that were convicted of it, to the 
number of three thouſand Perſons, Exod. 32. 28. 
and then God was entreated for the relt. 

I therefore turn me with due reſpect to the 
Worſhipful Magiſtrates of this Great City. Gen- 
tlemen, I ſpeak in the Name of the Great God to 
you, of a thing, in which his honour and the 
common good is greatly concerned. As God 
has.put his Sword into your hands for the puniſh- 
ment of Wickedneſs and Vice, and the protection 
of Vertuc and Innocence, eyen ſo draw it forth 
cficCtually for the Lord's ſake. Oh! what a Field 
cf Honour hes before you! you may do more 
for the glory of God, by one exemplary Pu- 
niſhmment cf Prophanencſs than we can by a 
Volume of Sermons againſt it. Many Perſons 
have ſin'd themſclves to an utter obduracy in 
Spiritual things, they are inſenſ1vle of reproof, 
their Faith i5 dead, and their Conſcience ſeared : 
Bur chcir Senſes are alive, and 'tis you only thar 
Can 
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can touch them in their moſt ſenſible Parts, 
their Bodies and their: Pſes'; Oh! make theſe 
Rampant Sinners know," that you hold not the 
Sword of Magiſftracy in vain. Can it be any lon-_ 
ger endured, thar Women fro whom it would 
be ſhame enough'to be folicited): ſhould foherr 
Men to Uncleanneſs in the open Streets, even 
before the Noon-day Sun? Can welonger bear 
the Wounds which ' Blaſphemy and Obſceniry 
make m our Ears as we paſs along? Is it not 
time that thoſe vain People be undecay'd, who 
think themſelves adyanceed in Greatneſs and Ger- 
tility by the height of their Vices ? 

Oh ! what can be more Divinely«Honour- 
able, and more abſolutely neceſlary, than'to fix 
reſolyedly on the Reformation of theſe crying En: 
ormities, which would at once advance the Ho- 
nour of God, retricyve the Reputation of Reli- 
gion, difpel the Cauſes of our Ruine in Church 
and State, ſettle the peace of our Conſeiences, 
and tend to our everhaſting happineſs? © 

Reformation 1s a Work ſo Divine, ſoGlorious, 
fo Bleſſed, thae were it the work of the Saints 
above (as it is of thoſe below) we might well 
think thae Moſes would gladly come down from 
the Heavenly Mount Zion,as he did from the 
Mount mn the Context, Ky bring Men to a bet- 

cr 
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ter acquaintance with the ways of God. But we 
are told from Heaven that a Man ariſing from the 
Dead is no proper Inſtrument to reclaim Sinners. 
The Anſwer is, they have Moſes and the Prophets 
already, Luke 16. 29. We have indeed their 
Writings, Oh! that we had their Spirit too, or 
rather a double Portion of it, to check the invete- 
rate Prophaneneſs of the Aged World. For, I 
take it to bean unqueſtionable Truth, and Ipray 
God fix it deeply in our- Minds and Hearts : 
That there is no more hope of our /olid Proſperity, 
than there is of our real Reformation. It was ne- 
ver yet known, that ſuch mercies as we enjoy,and. 
ſuch ſins as we commit, continued Jong tor 
gether. 

II Pf. Laſtly, we may hence diſcover one 
Reaſon. of the. ſlowneſs of our ſucceſs againſt 
the common Enemy, viz. Our unfitneſs for ſuch a 
Mercy. Were our Enemies entircly ſubdued, 
we-might probably grow worſez For, our Mer- 
ties have hitherto-ripned our Sins, and therefore 
(till we are better diſpoſed for Deliverance and 
Viftory,, mercy it ſelf cannot -but keep 1t from 
us; ordifpenſe it (as a Phyſician does fleſh-mear 
to a crazy Conſtitution) very rarely, and in 
{mall Portions. So.thar the Divine Goodn*ſs 
may be ſuppoſed to ſigh oyer us, as once over 

Iſrael, 
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Iſrael, and ſay + 0h that" my. People had. bearkned 
unto me! that Iſrael-had walk in. my ways, 1 
ſhould ſoon have ſubdued their Enemies, and tur- 
ned my hand againſt their Adverſaries. Plal.-$ 3.13. 
So that we here ſee, the readieſt way to make 

a ſpeedy ent of our long:War.: . ' 1 
We ſee then, my beloved Brethren, wherein | 

lyes our dire&t and-only Path:to:the Temporal 
Profperity .of our Nation, as well-as-the Etcrnal 
happineſs of -our Souls::. Namely; in a general 
and unfeigned return -to -God, in truc-Repent- 
ance for paſt Sins, and in caſting:awayfrom-us 
that Prophaneneſs, Bitterneſs, Diviſion, and 
Hypocrifie, whereby God: has' been 6 long of- 
fended and diſhonoured,: ferying the-Lord with 
fervency of Spirit 1n newneſs of Life'tor. the time 
to: come. For--1t 1s +1mpoſlible that: we ſhould 
be happy here or. hereafter withour'the-Favour 
and Blefling of God': And'it is alfo-impoſlible: 
to attain the Fayour-of God-whilt. we-continue 
in- our  Impieties...':'Why:thould we then any 
longer de/ay ito keep'Gvd's Commandments 2. 
But you'll ſay perhaps, This 1s'+that- we are 
doing this Day. *Fhe: whole Nation” is-requi- 
red to.:be- at [their Prayers this Day, ' and+to 
humble themſclves before our offcaded- God, 
and ſeek: his. Payour. - In a General Faſt/ every 
pA one 
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one bs . (in\ fame fenſe):to:gird himſelf..with Seeks 
cloth, and lie in the Duft z and repent and'reform, 
In order ta purge away the'National Guilt. 

To'this I Anſwer ;-. Oh. that it were fo in- 
deed 5; I with: with all che Concern I am able, 
har there were ſuch a"General Repzncance this 
Day amongſt us" as weiextreamly need, eycn 
to the; laſt necefbity, But; alr!* may it not here be 
reply'd; a8' Samet once did, to convince a pre- 
| Picty af ircal Inguity; (x Sam. 15. 14.) 

What meaneth then: this bleating 'of the Sheep in 
a" ohoys: rene faning of Oxen which t 


Thus: 28 pen Cabs, What: ice 
ratling of idle Caaches. \m.aur Ears, and: the 
no of the Horſes-of fuch-ag ride abroad 
to. davert thomichies > - What nacans the.noife of 
Bafinefs,- and: Vanity,; yea of Lewdneſs. in the 
Stecets.> - Do;ahe open. preparations in the But- 
eher's, and: Cook's/Shaps,. denote: the lf denial 
of a Faſt; -O/ oBbcertainment of a Feſtival 2 
Do the Madera gariſh. Dreſſes bear any refem- 
ance; I,;the Seriptarad Sackeloath ? Yea, do 
not fone; ;amangit vs mock our: Faſts, and 

fagne, RE (Obſervers; of them? And alas! 
"It be feared (or rather conclu- 
tag great 2EUn, that. a ſort of 


Perverſe 
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Perverſe Spirit is fallen upon us , | like that of the 
Jews, a little before their Captivity, which is de- 
ſcribed (Ifa, 22.12, 13.) In that day did the Lord God 
of Hoſts call to weeping, and to mourning, and to bald- 
neſs, and to girding with Sackcloth, (1. e. to the molt 
ſolemn and ſevere humiliation and ſelf-abaſemene: ) 


And behold Joy and Gladneſs, ſlaying of Oxen, and killing 
of Sheep ; eating of Fleſh and drinking of Wine : Let us eat 
and drink for to morrow we ſhall dye, Here was a 
— Scheme of Epicuriſm, in times when God 
called both by his Pr age and Providences to bit- 
ter mourning, and {offow of Heart. . And there- 
fore, what Ear can without tingling,hear that which 
follows in that ProÞheſie ? Or what Heart can with- 
out trembling and terror conſider it ? ( verl. 14.) 
And it was revealed in mine Ears by the Lord of Hoſts, (the 
God whom they mockt, and whole Calls they deſpi- 
led, ) Surely this Iniquity ' ſhall not be purged from you till 
ye die, i. e, this Daring, Mocking Obſtinacy of 
yours, will and ſhall be your DeſtruCtion. 


Oh! may no ſhare of this Guilt, no ſpark of 

Wrath befall us or our Nation. May we all be 
Mmongſt thoſe that mourn now in hope of 
p Ec Conlolarion, ( Luk. 6.21.) rather 
than after a lirtle empty and unſeaſonable merriment, 


go downto the-place of Everlaſting Weeping and Wail- 
L mg, 


ing, ( veiſ. 25. ) Be we aſſured that God obſeryes 
the Frame of every one of our Souls this day ; and 
will perhaps ſignalize the ſecret Mourner for pub- 
lick Sins, by a peculiar exemption in the Day of Ca- 
lamity, as it was in a like Caſe, ( Ezek. 9. 4.) 4nd 
the Lord ſaid unto him, go thorow the midſt of the City, 
thorow the midſt of Jeruſalem, and ſet a Mark upon the 
Forebeads of the Men that ſigh and that cry for all the 
abominations that be done in the midſt thereof. And this 
Mark was to be to them a note-of Divine Protection 
from the Belom of Deligygtion whereby others 
were {wept away : Juſt a$the Blood of the Paſcal 
Lamb on the Door-poſts of the Iſraelites, was their 
ſecurity from that Plague whefÞby the Firſt-born of 
the Egyptians were deſtroy d. 


Bur as for ſuch who never yet kept a Faſt in that 
contrite, humble and afteting manner which is re- 
quired by God : But deal by this, as by all other 
parts of Religion. If a little formal and lifeleſs 
obſervance of it will ſerve the turn, they will be for 
it as loudly as any : But more than this is over-do- 
ing with them. Theſe, I ſay, do rackhes.,umber 
the Work of this day than forward it. deny 
God their Heart, and therefore give MW! 
And as Religion has no Hold of them, ſo they can 
have no Benefit from it, They are for a Religion 

| that 
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that will coſt them nothing, burth is will appear a 
Religion which they can get nothing by. 


May we then from this day forward turn to the 
Lord our God with all ouxgHeart, and ſerve Him 
with all our might. Thagit may be ſaid of this 
Faſt of ours, as it was of that Effectual Faſt of Ni- 
neve (Jon. 3. 10.) Aud God ſaw their Works, that they 
turn'd from their Evilmnays:: 4nd he repented of the Evil 


that be ſaid be would ito then and did it not. 


leech the God of all Grace, 
eat Zeal for his Ways in every 
one of us, and m indeed an Fdoly People ; that 
the Holy God may {With Honour ) ſave and- defend 
us, as his People, and his Inheritance ; and continue to 


deliver us ( as he lately did ) with a Mehty Hand. 


I therefore burn | 
to kindle a moſt A 


Ho in order to the Repoſe and Renown of thele 
ms: May it pleaſe Almighty Goodneſs to proſper 
Majeſty's Forces by Sea and Land, in the Juſt-de- 
eegall that's dear to us. May his Great Afairs 
whe favoured with the Divine Bleſling. 


X al, may it pleaſe God to preſerve his 
"the Breath of our Noſtrils : That under 
Jade we may continue to breathe our Free Na- 
tive- 


? 
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tive-air, Free, Flay, from all the Fogs and Plagues of 


the Spiritual Egypt. That being bleſt with the Cheriſh- 
ing Beams of the Holy Goſpel, we may rejoice in 
the Experience of God's Mercy here, and in the 
Hope ef a perfe& Enjoyment of ir for ever, 


ſhip and Praiſe, Dominion and; 


eelence aſcribed for ever. 
au e197, Amen, = 
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